
Florida Gulf Coast University’s Renaissance Academy at Pelican Bay Continues 

Another Year 

By Gwen Rasiwala, Community Center Manager 

 
The Pelican Bay Foundation and FGCU’s Renaissance Academy are pleased to CONTINUE our 

partnership whereby lifelong lectures and programs will be offered exclusively to Pelican Bay 

residents at the Pelican Bay Community Center beginning January 9, 2019.  The Renaissance 

Academy is FGCU’s and southwest Florida’s premier lifelong learning program for adults, 

seniors and retirees. It is based on the premise that learning should never cease; that keeping 

the mind intellectually, creatively and culturally active fundamentally enriches and invigorates 

our lives. These programs deliver academic substance in an interactive format that encourages 

the exchange of ideas and provides both intellectual stimulation and personal enjoyment. There 

are no exams or grades, just learning for the joy of learning with friends, neighbors and peers. 

We would like to extend an enthusiatic welcome to those with intellectual curiosity and vigor to be a part of this rich, vibrant 

and varied program offered exclusively to our residents.  Due to seating capacities for these events, preferential registration 
will be allotted to Foundation members only; accompanying guests may be permitted based on availability 3 days before 

the event. The winter 2019 lectures include the following programs: 

 
THE LURE OF THE GRAND TOUR --  January 9 at 1:30pm – 3pm – $25 per person 
 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, The Grand Tour was virtually an institution for young British aristocrats, and later for 
young gentlemen, artists and writers from both Britain and America.  The Tour could last from a few months to several 

years and was considered a “mobile finishing school” for the wealthy. Italy was the grand destination, with Rome at the 

center of it all.  This class will retrace some of the artistic and cultural routes through the eyes and experiences of those 
young travelers of centuries ago.  Instructor: Carol Jonson 

 
MUSIC OF THE ROMANTIC PERIOD --  January 16 at 1:30pm – 3pm – $25 per person 

The period from 1800-1900 witnessed the creation of some of the most sublime compositions in the history of music. 

Composers such as Beethoven, Schubert, Chopin, Brahms, Rossini, and Tchaikovsky (to name only a few) produced 

numerous works that will forever remain in the canon of Western Art and Music. The purpose of this course is to 

introduce participants to the Romantic Period by offering a definition of "romanticism" in music and the cultural forces 

that shaped the Romantic movement. Before the start of class, participants are encouraged (but not required) to listen to: 

Beethoven, Symphony No. 3 in E flat (2nd movement); Chopin, Mazurka Op. 7, No. 1; Rossini, "Una voce poco fa" from 

Barber of Seville, and Berlioz's Symphonie fantastique (4th movement). All excerpts can easily be found on 

YOUTUBE.  Students may also select their favorite Romantic composition/composer to facilitate class 

discussion.  Instructor: Dr. Thomas Cimarusti 

PLEASE NOTE PROGRAM DATE CHANGE: 

CHINA’S QUEST FOR GLOBAL POWER--  February 6 at 1:30pm – 3pm – $25 per person 

In a mere 20 years, China has gone from a developing country to one on the cusp of challenging the US for global 
leadership. China’s economic success so far this century has been nothing short of miraculous. They have raised 

a population nearly the size of the US out of poverty to a middle-class existence. But China has far grander 
ambitions. Learn about those global ambitions and the rapid progress they’re making economically, militarily and 

politically to achieve them. We’ll talk about their growing technological capability, trade and tariffs, a rapidly 
improving military capability, the South China Sea conflict, threatened neighbors and much more. We’ll discover 

keys for achieving success in their blueprint for the One Belt, One Road policy. But a country grasping the ring 
of dominance faces enormous challenges. Can these challenges be overcome or will debt, demographics or 

democracy quash these ambitions? Instructor: Bill Korstad 
  

OVER FOR MORE 



ELI COHEN - ISRAELI MASTER SPY --  February 20 at 1:30pm – 3pm – $25 per person 

  

One of the most successful spies of all time, Eli Cohen might have become the Syrian Deputy Defense Minister 
if he had not been caught and executed.  He provided intelligence crucial in the Six Day War.  Other Mossad 

operations (including Adolph Eichmann and U.S. spy Jonathan Pollard) and comparisons of major intelligence 
organizations will also be discussed.  Instructor: Thomas Eastwood 

 

 

IPHONE AND IPAD TIPS, TRICKS, AND SECRETS: BECOME A MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 

CONFIDENT USER --  March 20 at 1:30pm – 3:30pm – $35 per person 

  

Join this lecture-style class (please note this class is not for beginners; it presumes you have a basic understanding 

of the use of your device) as we explore all the tips, tricks and secrets to using your iPhone and iPad so they work 
as effectively and efficiently as you might wish.  We will explore Email, Calendar, Camera, Photos, Notes, Maps, 

Settings, and other various apps that all users should know to make their smart device experience a much better 
one.  Instructor: John Guerra 

 
MARIE ANTOINETTE AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION  --  April 10 at 1:30pm – 3pm – $25 per person 

  

The French Revolution was a violent upheaval, whose effects are still with us, and by whose standards subsequent 
revolutions all over the world are still measured by historians today.  In the midst of the horrendous turmoil, we 

find a Queen, Marie Antoinette, daughter of the Empress Maria Theresa and Francis I of Austria, who at the age 
of 14 was dispatched to France as the fiancée of the future ill—fated Louis XVI.  In 1793, she was accused of the 

most heinous crimes before the Revolutionary Court, convicted and executed in the public square. 
Instructor: Dr. Marlies Mueller 

 
REGISTRATION & PRE-PAYMENT ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND! For further information or to register 

for the programs above, please contact the Pelican Bay Community Center at 239-597-8877 ext. 101 or 107. 


