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The Pelican Bay Foundation and FGCU Academy Learning for Life are pleased to 
CONTINUE our partnership whereby lifelong lectures and programs will be offered 
exclusively to Pelican Bay residents at the Pelican Bay Community Center beginning 
January 11, 2022.  The Renaissance Academy is FGCU’s and southwest Florida’s 

premier lifelong learning program for adults, seniors and retirees. It is based on the premise that 
learning should never cease; that keeping the mind intellectually, creatively and culturally active 
fundamentally enriches and invigorates our lives. These programs deliver academic substance in 
an interactive format that encourages the exchange of ideas and provides both intellectual 

stimulation and personal enjoyment. There are no exams or grades, just learning for the joy of learning with friends, 
neighbors and peers. 

We would like to extend an enthusiatic welcome to those with intellectual curiosity and vigor to be a part of this rich, vibrant 
and varied program offered exclusively to our residents.  Due to seating capacities for these events, preferential registration 
will be allotted to Foundation members only; accompanying guests may be permitted based on availability 3 days before 
the event. The winter 2022 lectures include the following programs: 
 
IPHONE/IPAD TIPS, TRICKS & SECRETS OF APPLE’S NEWEST OPERATING SYSTEM IOS 15
 --  January 11 at 1:00pm – 3pm – $42 per person 
 
Join this lecture-style presentation to learn all of the new features, upgrades and enhancements of Apple’s newest 
operating system for iPhone and iPad, iOS 15. We will explore tips, tricks and secrets that make using your device easier, 
more powerful and efficient. Be certain to upgrade your devices to iOS 15 before attending class.  Instructor: John 
Guerra 
 
THE RISE OF ANTI-SCIENCE ATTITUDES AND ANTI-INTELLECTUALISM IN AMERICA --  
January 25 at 1:00pm – 2:30pm – $30 per person 

There has been a rise in both anti-science sentiment and anti-intellectualism in America.  How did this happen? Is this a 
consequence of today’s politicization of truth -- derived from “anti” issues about masks, climate or vaccines?  Did this 
come from conflicts between science and religion, e.g. creationism vs evolution?  Could it be traced all the way back to 
the Enlightenment giving way to Romanticism and other “isms”?  What are the implications for our country if science is 
no longer used as a guide for government policies?  What are the consequences of diminishing support for science and 
education as drivers of our economy? Instructor: Dr. Charles E. Kupchella 

CAPTURED ON CANVAS: COMPARING THE PAINTINGS AND STYLES OF MONET AND CEZANNE
 --  February 8 at 1:00pm – 2:30pm – $30 per person 
The painters Claude Monet and Paul Cezanne are often broadly grouped within the pantheon of geniuses included 
in the Impressionist Movement. While both painted at roughly the same time in France, Monet’s fresh color 
palette and unique brushstrokes are quite distinguishable from the planes of color and complex, geometric forms 
Cezanne employed in his oeuvre. This lecture will explain the significance of the Impressionist Movement, and 
then examine and compare several of the iconic works by both artists. Monet’s unique use of color, weather and 
light will be illustrated by some of his most memorable works. While Cezanne’s movement to more abstract 
geometric forms will demonstrate why so many artists called him the “Father of Modern Art.” Instructor: James 
D. Pagliaro, Esq. 
  

OVER FOR MORE 



SUGAR IN FLORIDA: A CRITICAL HISTORY --  February 22 at 1:00pm – 2:30pm – $30 per person 
  
The history of sugar in Florida is a tale of experimentation and entrepreneurs, early mistakes and later successes, 
politics and money. Now the nation’s leading sugar producer, Florida’s agro-industry is dominated by two 
companies with profits assured by a federal subsidy program that costs taxpayers billions each year. We will 
discuss the effect of sugar on human health, Florida’s ecosystem and money in politics – all in an attempt to 
understand how we got to this point and what we can do about it.  Instructor: Nicholas G. Penniman IV, M.A. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO A MUSIC CONDUCTOR’S WORLD --  March 8 at 1:00pm – 2:30pm – $30 per 
person 
  
If you ever wonder what it takes to be a music ensemble conductor, Dr. Timothy Yontz will give you an inside 
view. This interactive presentation will give you opportunities to use your imagination to be part of the creative 
process of concert program development, conducting the music, and performance protocol and preparation.  
Instructor: Dr. Timothy Yontz 
 
CHINA UNDER XI JINPING  --  March 22 at 1:00pm – 3pm – $33 per person 
  
In a significant break with the successful policies of Deng Xiaoping, Xi Jinping has launched an aggressive 
program to realize the “China Dream” which centers on China's emergence by mid-century as the number one 
global economic power and a leading global political power.  He has transformed China's domestic politics as 
part of that effort.  What are his goals?  What are his methods?  What are his prospects of succeeding?  Instructor: 
Jeffrey Steinberg, M.A. 
 
REGISTRATION & PRE-PAYMENT ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND! For further information or to register 
for the programs above, please contact the Pelican Bay Community Center at 239-597-8877 ext. 101 or 107. 


